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Wearing Poverty Out
TRAID takes practical action to stop clothes being 

thrown away in the UK. The work we fund tackles 

poverty wages, toxic pesticides, child and sweatshop 

labour and dangerous working conditions in the 

garment industry. 

The need for this funding was brought into sharp 

focus earlier this year when over 1,000 garment 

workers in Bangladesh were killed when a factory 

collapsed. Despite large cracks which had appeared 

in the factory, these workers had been ordered  

back to their sewing machines to carry on with  

their orders.

This tragedy exposed the terrible conditions in which 

millions of garment workers sew clothes destined for 

our high streets and our wardrobes. This exploitation 

is usually hidden from view, but this time, the scale of 

the tragedy was so great it provoked a global debate 

about how our clothes made. 

The thread connecting many of the projects we fund 

is the pressure retailers and brands place on their 

suppliers, usually based in very poor countries where 

people are desperate for work, to produce clothes 

as cheaply as possible. It sees the drive to save costs 

trumping social or environmental concerns.

In this issue of Behind the Seams, you can read about 

how the projects TRAID funds improve practices in 

the global garment industry by improving working 

conditions, ending child and sweatshop labour and 

reducing pesticide use. 

The garment industry is hugely important to the 

millions of people it employs. These projects show 

that it could be an industry which lifts people out of 

poverty, rather than consigning them to it. 

Image Cover: Izzy wears TRAIDremade AW13

www.traidremade.com © Rita Platts  
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By Maria Chenoweth-Casey, 
CEO at TRAID 



In 2012, TRAID created a new blueprint for our shop 

interiors using our latest store in Dalston as the pilot 

location. With the help of Mark Lawrence, European 

Visual Manager at Urban Outfitters, TRAID created 

a stripped back interior using new rails, industrial 

lighting and hand built storage. Where possible, the 

shop has incorporated reclaimed materials including 

timber and scaffolding. 

We’ve now re-vamped our shops in Brixton, Shep-

herd’s Bush and most recently Wood Green in North 

London. Our Wood Green charity shop is big and 

busy with a diverse customer base attracting people 

of all ages. TRAID is particularly delighted to have 

created a beautiful shop on a high street which while 

extremely busy, definitely needs some love. It’s an 

investment in the local community who donates 

to, and shops at TRAID, enabling us to improve the 

environment and fund projects working to wear 

poverty out.

When I was first approached by TRAID, I had always 

been interested in working for a charity but had 

never got round to it. I work as the European Visual 

Manager at Urban Outfitters and I love my job. So, 

when TRAID called me up and asked me to help with 

the design of their charity shops, it was the perfect 

opportunity to help.

The first re-fit was their then latest shop in the heart 

of Dalston in 2012. I wanted to create a warehouse 

feel that felt modern and urban but still kept true to 

TRAID’s charity shop roots selling second hand and 

vintage. Charity shops tend to look the same but  

I think they should reflect the people that shop there, 

as well as the staff who work for them. What was 

great is that TRAID already had a strong brand  

identity and ethos. This made my job a bit easier  

and with a big volunteer team, we created a fabulous 

industrial look store that is a pleasure to shop in. 

Since Dalston, I’ve helped and advised TRAID on  

re-fits including the latest project in Wood Green.  

I’m excited about this because there isn’t a lot of 

creative retail in Wood Green and we’re creating a 

destination store which we think TRAID’s customers 

and the local community will love! 

Volunteering
By Design

TRAID 
Shop 
Re-vamp
Image Right: TRAID shop interior © Leigh McAlea Developed and designed by the ethical design 

agency Zerofee, TRAID’s new website was built from 

scratch. It’s faster, easier to navigate and packed full 

of content to engage, inform and inspire. And, it’s 

responsive to mobiles and tablets giving users the 

best possible browsing experience. 

Strong content, case studies, images and video 

showcase TRAID’s work to turn unwanted clothes 

into funds and resources to improve the social and 

environmental impacts of clothes. The site is also 

a practical space where you can find a TRAID bank 

or charity shop, where teachers can book a school 

workshop, or you can catch up on the latest news 

and events.

TRAID’s Head of Communications Leigh McAlea 

said, “Creating a completely new website has been a 

major undertaking, but it’s a joy to see TRAID’s work 

across reuse, project funding and education come to 

life online. We will continue adding new features to 

the site over the coming months including a blog, so 

keep checking in to see what’s new.”

Visit TRAID’s new website www.traid.org.uk

New  
TRAID Website  
Launches
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Free Home  
Collections

Calling all Londoners! TRAID runs free home col-

lections in most parts of the capital picking up 

unwanted clothes direct from your door. We’ll sched-

ule a collection with you at a time that suits so it’s a 

super convenient way to recycle. Just clear out your 

wardrobe and bag up your clothes. Book a collection 

with TRAID and we’ll do the rest. 

The service has proved hugely popular. Our drivers 

are friendly, employed by TRAID and drive a lovely 

branded van (so you know it’s us). We also plan our 

logistics to be as environmentally friendly as possible.

Giving your clothes directly to TRAID means you 

know your clothes are reaching and benefiting char-

ity and we’ll turn your unwanted clothes into funds 

and resources to tackle poverty and environmental 

harm in the textile industry. 

Book online www.traid.org.uk / 

by email recycling@traid.org.uk 

or by phone 020 8733 2580 (option 1)

Images: TRAID home collections, London © Kit Oates / TRAID



TRAID’s Education Officer Sarah Klymkiw talks 

about our work at the Zone Youth Project in  

Islington to investigate the impacts of the fashion 

industry on people and the environment and how 

we can create a more sustainable wardrobe. 

In 2011, TRAID started working at the Zone running 

up-cycling workshops for 9 – 19 year olds. We used 

their love of fashion as a spring board to start think-

ing about the problems of unwanted clothes and 

how our behaviour as consumers and as citizens can 

impact the environment.

Our initial workshops turned into a six-month pro-

ject to design and make a sustainable collection of 

clothes from textile waste. TRAID invited inspirational 

industry figures to get involved and the group had a 

talk from Central St Martin’s and the ethical designer 

Orsola de Castro who runs Esthetica at London 

Fashion Week.

One of the really practical things we did with young 

people from the Zone was to bring them to TRAID’s 

charity shop in Camden. Typically, young people are 

negative about second hand clothes, even though 

they often wear clothes given to them by friends 

and family. We let the group look around our shop 

to make up their own minds asking them to pick out 

clothes they would wear. It was great to see their 

initial embarrassment turn into excitement at the 

quality of the clothes and brands for sale, and how 

impressed they were with the shop interior. It shows 

that behaviour change is possible given opportunity 

and encouragement alongside their peers.

We ended this project with a big fashion show at St 

Pancras International station where the young people 

had a catwalk show to all their friends and family. It 

was a huge success!

Most recently, TRAID has been working at the Zone 

running the Summerversity, a month long course to 

teach up-cycling giving young people the skills to 

extend the life of their clothes. They learned how to 

use a sewing machine, how to produce a garment 

from scratch, how to weave their own piece of fabric 

from textile waste, to tie-dye using natural dyes and 

were able to style and photograph their own photo 

shoot with the clothes they had made from clothes 

and fabrics donated to TRAID.

The Zone are now hosting clothes donation points 

so staff and young people can donate clothes for 

reuse, rather than throwing them away and TRAID is 

planning another project to enable young people to 

launch sustainable fashion enterprises. 

To book the TRAID Education team contact

sarah@traid.org.uk / 020 8733 2591
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In the
Zone

I have learnt so much about what I wear 
and where it comes from and how much 
energy it takes to grow the plants and 
manufacture the textiles and transport 
to a shop. I have changed how I shop now 
I know of the impact new clothes have on 
our environment and precious resources. 

– Jessica Grech, aged 15

I would normally have thrown away any of 
my clothes that were ripped but now I know 
how I can fix them. I really enjoy the mak-
ing process. I wasn’t familiar with using 
a sewing machine before, but now I feel 
confident using one.

– Alex Webb Brown, 15 years old

Deconstructing
TRAIDremade

Claire Dawson, TRAID’s Retail Product Manager, 

takes you behind the seams of our new Autumn / 

Winter TRAIDremade collection. 

This is the third season we have produced menswear 

so we thought we’d focus on the men’s bomber jacket 

and explain a little about how it’s made. TRAIDremade 

creatively uses donated fabric remnants from herit-

age brands and high street retailers as well as reject 

garments donated to TRAID. 

This bomber jacket is constructed using five different 

fabrics. The main body is a premium wool melton (a 

heavy wool cloth for making overcoats and hunting 

jackets) donated by a heritage brand. The back yoke 

is made of leather from donated leather jackets that 

cannot be sold in our shops due to their condition but 

are perfect for making a new item of clothing. 

The lower half of the arm uses wool check suiting 

donated from a Savile Row tailor. By patch working 

fabrics into the design we maximise use of this high 

end fabric. The lining is printed on cotton donated 

by the public, possibly someone’s personal sewing 

project they never got around to finishing. The zips are 

also donated by a supplier who was clearing out at the 

end of the season. 

The final result is a stylish and unique bomber made 

entirely from pre and post-consumer waste, using 

natural fabrics. The jacket was produced in a factory in 

Tottenham in North London. 

We’ve only made twenty so grab one whilst stocks 

last! You can buy online at www.traidremade.com  

or head to our TRAID Dalston or Camden store.  

All profits from TRAIDremade purchases help fund  

projects with our partners improving social and envi-

ronmental conditions in the global garment industry. 

Stockists www.traidremade.com; TRAID Camden,  

154 Camden High Street, London, NW1 0NE  

& TRAID Dalston, 106 - 108 Kingsland High Street, 

London, E8 2NS

Images: © Rita PlattsImage: The Zone Fashion Show 2013 © Leigh McAlea / TRAID

Mike wears TRAIDremade bomber jacket £120;  

Hand-embroidered Squirrel jumper £60  

& Chinos with reflective turn ups £55 



New In. 
TRAIDremade 
Autumn / Winter 2013
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This page from top right: Izzy wears Quilted leather  

& wool bum bag from £40; Leather and wool Biker 

jacket £110; Hand-embellished eye jumper £60; Luxury 

Italian wool coat quilted with contrast sleeves £120

Opposite page clockwise from far left: Mike wears 

Hand-embellished Alphabet Jumper £60 & Chinos with 

reflective turn ups £55; Luxury Italian wool parka with 

hood £180; Khaki water resistant mac £180 

Stockists www.traidremade.com; TRAID Camden,  

154 Camden High Street, London, NW1 0NE  

& TRAID Dalston, 106 - 108 Kingsland High Street, 

London, E8 2NS

 

Images: © Rita Platts
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Chemical
Cotton

Cotton is a fussy and fragile crop. Most farmers deal 

with this by drenching their crops in toxic pesticides 

making it one of the world’s dirtiest crops posing 

health and environmental hazards to farmers, their 

families and surrounding communities. Pesticides 

don’t just land on a particular plant or pest, but 

spread far and wide also killing ‘good’ insects and 

birds which eat pests, contaminat ing water sources, 

and getting into the soil.

 

Pesticides are highly poisonous and can cause skin 

burns, vomiting, breath ing difficulties, blindness, 

fatigue or death. Repeated exposure can cause 

cancer, reproductive problems, birth defects and 

neurologi cal problems such as Parkinson’s.

 

In the West, farmers wear protective clothing includ-

ing a full face mask, breathing apparatus and a plastic 

suit to cover every part of their skin. In Africa, farmers 

handling pesticides often don’t use any protective 

equipment and most are unaware of the dangers 

pesticides pose. Where they do know the risks, farm-

ers usually can’t afford the safety equipment they 

need.

 

It’s not just the farmer who is at risk, but their family 

and the wider community. Empty pesticide contain-

ers are used to store food and collect water. Children 

are particularly vulnerable. They are unable to cope 

with toxins like adults and are exposed to pesticides 

as they crawl on the ground and put things in their 

mouths. Even breastfeeding poses a risk.

Pesticides also jeopardise farmer’s incomes. Typically, 

farmers buy pesticides on credit which they pay back 

from their harvest profit. But, if the harvest is poor or 

fails, this imme diately puts farmers into debt. Many 

farmers give up cotton farming as a result. Organic 

farmers TRAID support in Benin say that about 60% 

of their incomes were spent on buying pesticides 

when they farmed conventionally. Plus, increased 

resistance to pesticides over time forces farmers to 

spend more money on larger quantities.

 

The cost of pesticides isn’t just felt by farmers and 

their communities. According to the 2012 United 

Nations report ‘Global Chemicals Outlook’, pesticides 

are also poisoning Africa’s health services by a huge 

$4.4 billion per year, equal to the total interna tional 

aid assistance given to Sub-Saharan Africa for health.

 

Right now, TRAID is funding projects in Benin, Mali 

and Ethiopia to reduce and eliminate the use of toxic 

pesticides and promote organic agriculture as a 

viable alternative. In Benin, TRAID has funded work 

since 2009 to sup port 2,000 farmers to grow organic 

led by local partner OBEPAB.. Key successes include 

the development of a homemade food spray from 

cheap local ingredients like maize and sugar. It works 

by attracting ‘good’ insects which eat pests. Used 

with neem seed solution, another locally available 

product, organic farmers have achieved yields close 

to the best conventional growers. With lower costs 

due to money saved on pesticides, these organic 

farmers made at least double the profits compared  

to conventional farmers.

The really big news is that this year, Benin became 

the first country in the world to announce its aspira-

tion to establish a totally organic cotton industry. We 

think OBEPAB’s work has been hugely influential in 

this decision.

 

The food sprays used with such success in Benin are 

already being used in another TRAID funded project 

in Ethiopia training farmers to use Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) techniques to reduce pes ticide 

use. In a pilot project, local partner PAN Ethiopia 

found that most farmers using IPM then took the 

next step to go organic after seeing for themselves 

they could get good harvests without pesticides.

Significantly, this project will also work with three 

plantations as well as small-scale farmers. If they 

successfully take up IPM or organic cotton cultiva-

tion, this could have huge implications for large-scale 

sustainable cotton farming in Ethiopia.

 

In Mali, TRAID is funding a project to produce 

environ mentally friendly alternatives to chemical 

pesticides. We are optimistic that it will strengthen 

the projects in Ethiopia and Benin, and vice versa, 

leading to significant improvements in the health, 

environment and incomes of cotton farmers.

To find out more visit www.traid.org.uk/projects

By TRAID’s International  
Development Manager Angela Russ

Image: Training cotton farmers to identify beneficial insects  

© PAN UK

Claire Storey is a sustainable designer whose 

work has been featured in Dazed & Confused. She 

started as a volunteer at TRAID and today is part 

of our education team. She explains how TRAID 

inspired her to fashion a more sustainable future.

Before my work experience with TRAID I was always 

fascinated by the concept of designing from second 

hand clothing. TRAID’s education team encouraged 

me to practice this curiosity by volunteering with 

them. Without these workshops I would have never 

had the practical confidence and inspiration I have 

now, to experiment with creating new designs from 

old clothing.

My time spent with them was so lively and creative 

and everyday was new and exciting. The education 

team were constantly coming up with inventive 

projects to teach people of all ages how to reuse 

their old clothes and make something new. I initially 

only approached TRAID just to get to learn more 

about the charity and was thrilled to find out about 

the fantastic projects that they were running which  

I could get involved in.

When volunteering with TRAID it was so much fun, 

we attended various schools and events around Lon-

don teaching people about sustainability, the nega-

tive effects of fast fashion and how to reuse clothing 

rather than buying new. We would show people how 

to produce their own designs they wanted to create 

from the clothes they no longer wanted. 

By teaching them the basic skills of pattern cutting 

and sewing, we were not only encouraging people 

to stop throwing their clothes away when they were 

bored of them or broken. We were also teaching 

them how to create a sustainable wardrobe.

To me, this was more exciting than any other intern-

ship I had done. It was hands on, creative and every-

day was different. Though I was there as a volunteer 

to help teach, I was also learning techniques myself 

and discovering the importance of fighting against 

the impacts of fast fashion. I felt like my time and 

hard work was being put into something positive and 

inspired me as a designer.

This voluntary position gave me a spring board into 

my passion for up-cycling and sustainable fashion. 

After spending so many months showing people 

exciting ways of reinventing their old clothes it gave 

me the enthusiasm I needed to see what could 

happen if I produced a collection with the same 

approach as TRAID had taught me.

I took this new found way of fashion design back to 

Westminster University to create my final graduate 

collection. I merged my experience with TRAID with 

my love for colourful charity shop jumpers. Most of 

the jumpers with amazing colours and patterns I find 

in second hand shops are either itchy, damaged or 

are an unflattering shape. So I took them apart and 

merged them together to create some madly col-

oured, clashing patterned pieces of knitwear; giving 

the old jumpers a new energy. I wanted to prove that 

you could produce an exciting and innovative collec-

tion from materials that had just been discarded and 

unloved, and give them a new life rather than throw-

ing them away. 

Fashioning a  
Sustainable Future

Claire Storey Design © Claire Storey



Childcare for Garment Workers

Rights and Dignity  
for Garment Workers

The rapid growth of the garment industry in Bangla-

desh has provided opportunities for women to earn 

a living; however, it has also had a seriously negative 

impact on their children. 

Many of these workers are single mothers who have 

migrated from rural areas looking for work. They lack 

education and skills and end up living in slum areas 

in Dhaka in extreme poverty. They earn very low 

wages (around £35 per month) forcing these women 

to leave young children (2 – 5 years) alone, or in the 

care of older siblings, putting them at risk of acci-

dents, trafficking and sexual abuse. This poverty also 

affects older children (6 – 16) who are forced into 

work, including illegal activities (often drug trafficking) 

or informal jobs in dangerous conditions to bring in 

more money.

TRAID is funding ChildHope UK and local partner 

Nagorik Uddyog to establish 4 centres where moth-

ers can leave their children in a safe and stimulating 

environment. They will be located close to the 

garment factories and be open all day with lunch 

provided.

2 centres will provide quality day care and activities 

for 150 young children aged 2 – 5 years, and priority 

will be given to children at the most risk of violence 

and abuse. At least 50 of these children will be 

supported into state run primary schools to continue 

their education. 2 centres will provide drop-in activi-

ties, skills training and basic education for 250 street 

and working children aged 6 – 16 years.

At the same time, mothers working in garment 

factories will be supported to lobby their employers 

for improved salaries and working conditions, includ-

ing the introduction of crèches in the workplace. The 

project will run campaigns to highlight the problems 

faced by women in the garment making sector to 

raise awareness at government level for the need to 

expand government support for day-care and non-

formal education facilities. 

TRAID funding: £98,330

www.childhope.org.uk

Millions of women garment workers in Bangladesh 

and Sri Lanka are working in appalling working condi-

tions making clothes for our high streets. Wages are 

so low that workers can’t buy enough food for their 

families. They are so poor that they are unable to 

create a better life for their children and are trapped 

in a cycle of exploitation and poverty.

Wages are driven down by brands, retailers and 

factory owners who want clothes to be produced 

as cheaply as possible leading to low wages, long 

hours, dangerous working conditions and little or no 

enforcement of labour rights. 

TRAID is funding War on Want and local partners the 

National Garment Worker’s Federation (NGWF), and 

the Free Trade Zones & General Employees Union 

(FTZ&GSEU), to improve working conditions for 

72,000 Bangladeshi, and 14,100 Sri Lankan garment 

workers, with a focus on women so they secure 

decent jobs and a better life.

The project aims to empower garment workers to 

claim their rights from their respective governments 

and factory owners by building their knowledge,  

skills and confidence. Workers will be provided with 

legal advice and trade union representation so they 

can file their grievances at factory level and in the 

labour courts. 

The project will build labour rights knowledge by 

training 1,560 Bangladeshi, and 600 Sri Lankan 

garment workers, about their rights and how to 

claim and defend them. This will include training 

on national and international labour legislation and 

leadership training for women to advocate for  

their rights.

At the same time, the project will strengthen local 

trade unions and expand their membership building 

the influence of the garment sector to influence 

government, enforce legislation, improve health  

and safety and secure a living wage.

TRAID funding: £100,00

www.waronwant.org

Project 
Update 2013
You have helped  
us to fund...

 

Kew Plants for  
Communities
Mali is one of Africa’s biggest producers of raw cot-

ton, with up to four million people growing cotton 

for a living. Organic farming has expanded rapidly 

as farmers spend less on expensive pesticides, avoid 

handling toxic chemicals which cause health prob-

lems and get an organic premium (organic cotton 

fetches a higher price than cotton grown using 

pesticides).

TRAID is funding the Foundation and Friends of 

RBG Kew and local partners to teach organic cotton 

farmers how to sustainably grow plants which can be 

used as natural pesticides. This creates an on-going 

supply of pesticidal plants for farmers to use on  

cotton crops and also ensures that wild plants are  

not over-harvested.

The project will work with around 33,000 people in 

27 organic farming co-operatives training farmers to 

collect, store, germinate and propagate seeds from 

wild plants. Villages will grow plants and establish 

nurseries to mass produce seedlings and demon-

strate sustainable farming techniques.

The project will also research the most effective 

preparations for eco-friendly pesticides and estab-

lish regional units where they can be prepared and 

produced for use by farmers. By supporting these 

farmers, this project will ensure that the organic 

cotton market will continue to grow with positive 

impacts on soil quality, ecosystem biodiversity, health 

and livelihoods. 

TRAID funding: £188,330

www.kew.org

Ending Sumangali Thittam
In Tamil Nadu, South India, up to 300,000 girls and 

young women are working in appalling conditions 

in spinning mills making clothes for big brands and 

retailers under a scheme called Sumangli Thittam or 

Marriage Plans. 

Recruiters target poverty stricken families promising 

their daughters will be given decent wages, good 

accommodation and a lump sum payment at the end 

of a three to five year contract. This sum can be used 

for a marriage dowry which these families could not 

otherwise afford.

The reality is that the girls live in mills in squalid, 

cramped hostels paying for housing and food costs 

from their already tiny wages. They work long hours 

with forced overtime, are closely supervised and are 

allowed little contact with the outside world, includ-

ing their families. Their isolation leaves these girls 

vulnerable to verbal, physical and sexual abuse. Few 

girls ever receive the bonus payment as they are fired 

just before the end of their contract or leave due to 

ill-health, injury or depression.

TRAID is funding the Dalit Solidarity Network, and 

local partner READ, to remove underage girls from 

mills, and to improve the pay and conditions of older 

girls and young women. Up to 5,000 girls and young 

women will benefit from the project, including pre-

venting 1,000 at risk children from entering the mills.

Vitally, the project will engage with spinning mills, 

working with management and owners to improve 

their practices with the aim of establishing five ‘model 

mills’ which are free from child labour with good pay 

and conditions. Very young and vulnerable girls will 

be provided with training for alternative employment 

or reintegrated into the school system.

The Dalit Solidarity Network will also engage inter-

national brands supplied by mills in the project area 

to use their influence to improve working conditions 

and stop this scheme. 

TRAID funding: £163,072

www.dsnuk.org
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Breathless  
for Blue Jeans
Blue jeans are big business but they should come 

with a health warning for the workers who make 

them. To meet the demand for pre-worn jeans, sand-

blasting was introduced as a technique to distress 

denim quickly. Workers fire sand onto denim at high 

pressure with an air gun. It’s often done without using 

safety equipment exposing workers to a serious risk 

of developing silicosis – a deadly lung disease. While 

sandblasting has been banned in Europe and Turkey, 

production has shifted to other parts of the world, 

especially China.

TRAID is funding War on Want to strengthen the 

rights and working conditions of Chinese textiles 

workers. As part of this project, War on Want inves-

tigated working practices in six jeans factories in the 

Guangdong region of South China where around half 

the world’s blue jeans are made.

Now, War on Want has published Breathless for Blue 

Jeans, an undercover report detailing the health 

hazards in China’s denim factories. It shows that 

sandblasting is still widespread, despite most Western 

brands banning it from their supply chains three years 

ago. The reality is that brands are unable to confirm 

that sandblasting has been discontinued.

All the factories featured in the report had little labour 

rights or safety compliance. Rights were regularly 

denied, employment conditions and pay was inse-

cure and workers worked extremely long hours for 

low pay, and with little or no protective equipment. 

The report calls for a mandatory ban on sandblast-

ing by all national governments. Brands should also 

commit to the ban, ensuring that it is complied with 

in practice as well as pressing for the phasing out of 

sandblasting in all their suppliers’ productions lines.

Download the report for free at waronwant.org/

breathless. Find out more about the project  

www.traid.org.uk/projects

Justice for  
Garment Workers  
in Cambodia
In 2012, TRAID funded Labour Behind the Label to 

improve the rights, pay and working conditions of 

garment workers in Cambodia. Part of the funding is 

providing legal support for workers fighting to secure 

justice for labour rights violations. 

A major success saw workers from the Kingsland 

factory in Cambodia win an historic settlement 

after months of protest over unpaid wages. Walmart 

& H&M suppliers agreed to a settlement of US 

$205,000 for around 160 workers who were left with 

unpaid wages and no severance pay when factory 

owners shut the doors late last year. “When we heard 

the news, we all shouted. We were so happy.” 

In January 2013, workers camped outside the factory 

for months in a 24/7 vigil to prevent the factory  

owners selling the machinery or other assets until 

they were fully paid in accordance with Cambodian 

law. One of the workers said, “We have power again 

knowing we will get our salary and benefits after 

working here so many years.” 

It is the first time in Cambodia that brands and their 

suppliers have sat down to reach an agreement 

with workers and their representatives. A committee 

including workers, brands, suppliers and the govern-

ment will agree the distribution, and the payment will 

be distributed to workers. 

www.traid.org.uk/projects

Project 
Progress 

Next time you’re in store, take a leaflet and find 
out more about the international development 
projects TRAID is supporting – all made pos-
sible from the funds raised from your donations 
and purchases. 

Image Left: Cambodian garment worker protests  

© Heather Stilwell

Image Below: Chinese jeans worker © Justin Jin, Panos



What is TRAID?

TRAID (Textile Recycling for Aid and  

International Development) launched as a  

charity in 1999 with a mission to PROTECT  

THE ENVIRONMENT and FIGHT GLOBAL POV-

ERTY by reusing and recycling the UK public’s 

unwanted clothes. TRAID reduces waste by pre-

venting unwanted clothes going to landfill via 

our network of over 1,500 TRAID Clothes Recy-

cling Banks. TRAID then resell your donations in 

our 11 charity shops raising substantial funds to 

support international development projects. This 

year, TRAID committed £421,000 to develop-

ment projects fighting poverty worldwide.

What happens to the  

donations made to TRAID?

TRAID experts hand sort and grade all donations 

checking for quality and damage. The best is 

resold in TRAID’s 11 charity shops (regularly 

cited by the press as some of the best charity 

shops in the land). The rest is sold on to whole-

sale for reuse and recycling. All the cash we 

make from reselling unwanted clothing  

supports our charitable objectives.

Is TRAID a commercial clothes recycler?

No! TRAID is a UK registered not for profit

charity (297489). 91% of the profits raised from 

clothes donated at our banks support TRAID’s 

charitable activities. The remainder is spent on 

income generation and governance. 

What’s TRAIDremade?

It’s TRAID’s ethical fashion label up-cycling 

damaged textiles into gorgeous clothes 

and shoes. Buy TRAIDremade online at 

www.traidremade.com or at our TRAID  

Camden and Dalston stores.

What sort of Education work does TRAID do?

Loads! TRAID’s education team works directly

with thousands of young people in schools and

communities every year to unpick the issues

across clothes waste, reuse, climate change,

ethical fashion and global poverty. Contact 

TRAID Education on 020 8733 2591 to find out 

more about the range of workshops, assemblies 

and education resources we offer.

Find a TRAID Bank

Over 1,500 TRAID Clothes Recycling Banks are 

located in many regions across the UK. Visit

www.traid.org.uk and use our bank locator

to find your nearest bank.

Find a TRAID Shop

TRAID Brixton, 2 Acre Lane, London,  

SW2 5SG, 020 7326 4330

TRAID Camden, 154 Camden High Road,  

London, NW1 0NE, 020 7485 5253

TRAID Clapham, 28 St John’s Road, London, 

SW11 1PW, 020 7924 3065

TRAID Dalston, 106 – 108 Kingsland 

High Street, London, E8 2NS

TRAID Hammersmith, 119 King Street,  

London, W6 9JG, 020 8748 5946

TRAID Harrow, 324d Station Road, London,  

HA1 2DX, 020 8424 8198

TRAID Holloway, 375 Holloway Road,  

London, N7 0RN, 020 7700 0087

TRAID Kilburn, 70 – 72 Kilburn High Road, 

London NW6 4HS, 020 7328 1453

TRAID Shepherd’s Bush, 154 Uxbridge Road, 

London, W12 8AA, 020 8811 2400

TRAID Westbourne Grove, 61 Westbourne Grove, 

London, W2 4UA, 020 7221 2421

TRAID Wood Green, 51 – 53 High Street,  

Wood Green, London, N22 6BH, 020 8888 0077

AboutUs
FOR EVERY UNWANTED  
GARMENT THAT TRAID  
COLLECTS FOR REUSE AND  
RESALE IN THE UK, WE CAN  
MAKE A POSITIVE CHANGE TO 
SOMEONE’S LIFE SOMEWHERE 
IN THE WORLD.

TRAID Head Office

Unit 3 Second Floor, 65 Leonard Street, London, EC2A 4QS, 020 8733 2580, info@traid.org.uk, Charity reg no 297489

Please pass me on or recycle

when you finish reading me. 
 


