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Editor’s
letter

Love fashion? Hate its impact?
Exploitation, poverty and diminished life
chances are embedded in the supply chains
responsible for bringing many of the goods we
consume to the global market place, including
our clothes. TRAID believe the clothes and shoes
we buy shouldn’t damage the environment or
the people that produce them. That’s why TRAID
use the funds raised from the nation’s unwanted
textiles to tackle inequality in the global textile
supply chain, and to deliver environmental sustainability in some of the world’s poorest places.
Clothes are the charitable life blood of TRAID.
We work closely with local authorities, businesses, schools and communities to place textile
banks, run textile collections and raise funds to
support TRAID’s charitable work.

In 2010, we have allocated £400,000 to projects
tackling poverty – all from unwanted clothes
donated at TRAID textile banks. As TRAID
supporter Lauren Laverne sums up in this issue,
“second hand is good for the soul”.
In Issue Three, project partner the Pesticide
Action Network UK reports back on how
TRAID funds are helping cotton farmers
grow organic in West Africa, feast your eyes
on TRAIDremade’s first up–cycled shoe collection and find out how TRAID’s latest local
authority partnership in turning your textile
waste into charity funds.

Leigh
Editor in Chief

TRAID
goes to
RWM
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We’ll be talking about TRAID’s award winning
environmental work to divert textiles from landfill at this year’s Recycling and Waste Management exhibition (RWM) in September. TRAID’s
charity textile collection services include a
network of over 950 Clothes Recycling Banks
across the UK collecting unwanted textiles and
shoes. The money raised supports TRAID’s work
to fight global poverty in some of the world’s
poorest communities and to educate the next
generation to recycle more in the UK. TRAID
will be on stand 1941 at the event, which is taking place at the NEC in Birmingham from the
14th to the 16th of September. Come say hello!

Vintage at
Goodwood
Billed as a “celebration of five decades
of British cool”, the first ever Vintage at
Goodwood festival, brought together fashion,
design and music in a beautiful West Sussex
setting. Curated by TRAID patron Wayne
Hemingway, we were there selling vintage
and our in house fashion label TRAIDremade.
A huge mix of people bought sustainably
sourced clothing and shoes from TRAID’s stall
from vintage aficionados to day trippers, from
students to northern soul heads, from teenagers
to families.

Festival goers discover TRAIDremade
Photos by Leigh McAlea

TRAID allocate
£400,000 to
fight poverty!
In 2010, TRAID has allocated £400,000 raised
from the collection and resale of the nation’s
unwanted clothes, shoes and textiles. Madeleine
Bates, TRAID’s International Development
Manager said, “TRAID had 87 Project Concept
Notes this year, and we have been stunned by
the quality with most eligible against TRAID’s
criteria to tackle the ethical and sustainable

problems associated with the textile industry,
and to establish environmental sustainability
in some of the world’s poorest communities.”
Applications have now been shortlisted and
successful projects will be announced in late
September 2010. So, keep your eye on our
website www.traid.org.uk

A2Dominion Group
recycling for TRAID
All in all, it was a brilliantly hectic weekend
and a great chance to talk to festival goers about
TRAID’s work to mitigate the impacts of the
fashion industry through reuse and up-cycling.
And, our new collection of TRAIDremade shoes
created from recycled vintage textiles proved a
huge hit. Roll on Vintage at Goodwood 2011.
To find out more visit
www.vintageatgoodwood.com

After hearing about the good work that TRAID
does, the A2Dominion Group placed a TRAID
clothes recycling bank at its NHS accommodation for key workers in London.
Caroline Harrison at A2Dominion explains
“Up until a few years ago, our residents didn’t
really have many convenient options of what to
do with their unwanted clothes and shoes. Now,
they have a simple choice which benefits others.
Resident feedback shows the clothing bank
is a success. Not only does it give residents a
chance to contribute to a charitable cause and
raise awareness for TRAID’s work, but it also
means they can have a regular clear out of
unwanted items.”

Miss Singh, a resident living at the onsite
NHS accommodation, says: “I like to think I
am doing my bit by regularly donating clothing
to the bank. I work long hours and don’t always
have the time to drop off items at the local
charity shop.”
Rachael Fry, Director of Commercial Operations,
says: “We support TRAID’s efforts in reducing
world poverty by raising funds for international
development projects. For as long as it continues working to protect the environment by making sure clothes and shoes don’t simply end up
in landfill dumps, we will continue promoting
our onsite clothes bank to our residents.”

Since the bank was installed in 2007, the residents have taken full advantage of a dedicated
TRAID textile bank and have recycled over eight
tonnes of clothes, shoes and textiles. A fantastic
achievement. Thanks to A2Dominion residents
for their recycling efforts and continuous
contributions to this waste reduction charity
scheme. Keep it up!
A2Dominion Group is a housing association
that provides over 33,000 homes across London
and southern England. As well as offering a
wide range of housing options, it also works
to support worthwhile initiatives to benefit
the community.

Right: TRAIDremade Zip Bow Golightly Ballerina £40
Photo Leigh McAlea
Bottom left: LaundryRepublic co–founder David Lambert
turns superhero. Photo courtesy LaundryRepublic
Upper left: TRAID recycling bank
Photo Leigh McAlea

Poole residents
recycling for good
TRAID is delighted to announce that we
have partnered with the Borough of Poole to
get clothes recycling in fashion. We’ve installed
co-branded textile banks across Poole to divert
unwanted clothes and shoes from landfill,
enabling TRAID to raise vital funds to tackle
global poverty.
Laura Hemmings, Recycling and Waste Minimisation Officer at the Borough of Poole said,
“We are very pleased to be working with TRAID
to collect textiles and shoes for recycling. There
are many environmental benefits of recycling
rather than sending this material to landfill.
We hope Poole residents will continue to recycle
their unwanted textiles and shoes in future.”

TRAID Chief Executive Maria Chenoweth-Casey
said “We want to make it easy for the public to
donate clothing rather than throwing it away.
Thanks to this partnership with the Borough
of Poole, local residents will be able to drop off
clothes, shoes and textiles at strategically placed
textiles banks in high traffic areas. As well as
protecting the local environment, unwanted
textiles enable TRAID to raise funds for great
causes. Some textiles donated by Poole residents
may even be up-cycled into clothes, shoes and
bags as part of TRAID’s in house fashion label
TRAIDremade.”
To find out where your nearest TRAID
bank is located visit www.traid.org.uk
or www.poole.gov.uk

From clean
to green
When TRAID found out David Lambert,
cofounder of LaundryRepublic, had stood on
the 4th Plinth in London’s Trafalgar Square
and washed 25 pairs of underpants dressed as
Superman in front of the world, we were even
more delighted to be partnering with this entrepreneurial young business.
We’ve joined forces to offer LaundryRepublic’s
customers a new clothes recycling option when
they do their dry cleaning – donating their
unwanted clothes, textiles and shoes.
LaundryRepublic launched in 2008 with the
aim of taking the hassle out of dry cleaning
by ensuring their customers never have to go
to the cleaners. They put lockers in apartment
buildings and workplaces and customers
simply pop their clothes inside, book online
or by text, and then let LaundryRepublic take
care of the rest.

Co-founder David Lambert explains, “We already
had a fleet of vans travelling around London
collecting our customers’ clothes for cleaning”,
explains Lambert. “It made sense to get them
collecting our customers’ unwanted clothes for
TRAID at the same time. It’s great for our customers, who can now recycle their clothes more
conveniently, and I’m confident it will provide
real benefits for the projects that are supported
by TRAID.”
Partnerships like this enable TRAID to creatively engage businesses and individuals with
our work to help people give up unwanted
clothes for good. We love the idea of adding a
clothes recycling service to LaundryRepublic’s
existing services. Customers get an environmentally friendly and convenient way to clear
out their wardrobes and to support charity at
the same time. The scheme will be launched in
autumn 2010 and you can find out more about
LaundryRepublic at www.laundryrepublic.com

Shrink your
fashion footprint
We’ve launched our first collection of shoes
under in house ethical fashion imprint TRAIDremade. Called TRAIDremade Golightly, we
worked with shoe technician Alexis Gaylard
from Eco Toe to create a ballerina and sandal
incorporating up-cycled vintage textiles, damaged leathers and trims.
TRAIDremade up-cycles damaged textiles that
would otherwise be thrown away into beautiful
clothes, and now shoes. The ballerina features
six gorgeous vintage prints cut from textiles
donated to TRAID. The sandal has been cleverly
created using crossed over reclaimed textiles
and leather with a gladiator style buckle fastening above the ankle.

Maria Chenoweth Casey, Chief Executive of
TRAID and founder of TRAIDremade said; “This
stunning collection is inspired by TRAID’s work
collecting, sorting and reselling unwanted textiles for reuse and recycling. Slipping my foot
into this shoe gave me a huge pang of excitement. It demonstrates perfectly how TRAID
helps consumers shrink their fashion footprint.”
Designed with the help of Catriona Fletcher who
has worked with shoe greats like Marc Jacobs
and Michel Perry, TRAID sorted through piles
of unwanted upholstery, vintage curtains and
fabric remnants to find perfect prints. Beautiful
buttons were unearthed from TRAID’s stash of
button tins long since forgotten by their original owners. We recycled single leather shoes
into trims and transformed zips donated by
Smythson into feature bows.
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Each pair has been made in the UK with the
cutting and stitching done in London’s East
End (once the heart of the capital’s shoe manufacturing industry) and the making and soling
in Norwich. The profits raised by TRAID support international development projects which
improve the environment and the lives of people
working in the global textile supply chain.
The TRAIDremade Golightly range is available
online at www.traidremade.com and at TRAID’s
flagship Camden store at 154 Camden High
Street, London NW1 0NE.

Left: Women getting paid for work secured through TRAID
funded Embroidery Centres in Delhi. Photo courtesy of
SEWA / Sanjay Kumar
Bottom right: Groups unite to prevent child labour in India.
Photo courtesy of International Childcare Trust

When a nut
isn’t just a nut
The ‘Organisation for the Promotion of Organic
Agriculture in Benin’ (OBEPAB) has pioneered
organic cotton production in West Africa and
is working closely with TRAID partner PAN
UK to help over 2,100 cotton farmers convert to
organic agricultural production. In June 2010,
TRAID met key members of the OBEPAB team
and were delighted to be presented with a delicious packet of organic cashew nuts.

Cutting
the
chains

In the last issue of Behind the Seams, fashion
insider Erin O’Connor reported back about her
trip to a TRAID funded project which aims to
pay women a fair wage for the clothes they
make. She met with women embroidery home
workers living in urban slums in Delhi who
bead, sequin and embroider many of the clothes
which end up on our high streets. These home
based women lack bargaining power and rely on
middlemen in the textile supply chain to secure
work, getting trapped in a cycle of poverty.
TRAID funds have established embroidery
centres and an informal education centre run
by the Self Employed Women’s Association for
women workers and their children. The project
is in its second year and is transforming the
lives and livelihoods of over 2,000 women
and their families by providing regular well
paid work.
Earlier this year, high street clothing companies including Next, Monsoon, Tesco, Primark
and Asda responded to a letter from SEWA,
co–signed by Erin O’Connor, to meet with
Sanjay Kumar, Co-ordinator of SEWA in
Delhi. His message was that homeworkers are
a part of the textile supply chain and we must
acknowledge the vital role they play or they
will continue to be exploited.

He also encouraged companies to start sourcing
products from the SEWA centres – as a way to
not only meet international labour standards
but also to lift women workers and their families out of poverty.
Sanjay said “The meetings were extremely
positive - sourcing from SEWA costs the same
as other suppliers and so both the companies
and the homeworkers benefit. It is very encouraging to see this shift and companies starting
to engage and act on the complex and difficult
issues of homeworkers. SEWA shows that
homeworking is a positive and practical choice
for many women in the textile industry, and
with retailers on board, they can be fairly paid
for their work.”
Right now, SEWA is working regularly with
retailers like Monsoon and Accessorize, and
currently doing trials with several high street
suppliers. Sanjay adds, “I’m confident this will
translate into the regular orders so crucially
needed for the women workers in Delhi being
supported by TRAID funding.”
To find out more visit:
www.oneworldaction.org
www.sewabharat.org

Cashews are grown by the cotton farmers as a
food rotation crop providing them with another
vital income stream. These delicious cashews
symbolise the fruits of TRAID’s funding. They
show how funds raised from unwanted textiles
can bring sustainably produced goods to the
global market place without harming the environment or the lives and health of the producers.

Judge compensates
girl child labourers
in test case
The Dindigul District in India is well known for
its thriving textile industry. What isn’t so well
known is that thousands of young girl children
work in the textile spinning mills for no pay
and in deplorable conditions. They are lured
into the mills with the promise of a marriage
dowry (known as ‘sumangali thittam’) but
at the end of a three year apprenticeship, the
girls return home empty handed due to a lack
of legal protection.
With TRAID funding the innovative work of
the International Childcare Trust to end this
exploitation, that’s starting to change, and
regional government, courts, the media and
powerful lobbying groups are starting to sit
up and take notice.

This year, the first ever test case was successfully brought to court with a spinning mill
ordered to pay compensation to a group of girl
labourers. 132 girls were interviewed and the
findings were presented at a public meeting
where it was recognised that promising a dowry
in return for work is a state wide problem affecting the most vulnerable.
The Women’s Commission, a powerful organisation with judicial power, is now campaigning
to stop the scheme. The final judgement ruled
that the 42 victims of exploitation present
at the hearing should be awarded immediate
compensation and that ‘apprentices’ must be
paid according to the time worked, and not a
lump sum at the end of the contract which can
be years later. The judgement received extensive
news coverage across India and demonstrates
the power of advocacy to change laws to protect
the vulnerable. To find out more visit
www.ict-uk.org
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The plan is for cotton farmers to sell up to 80
tonnes of food stuffs grown on rotation by 2011
and PAN UK have already met with a high
street supermarket interested in stocking these
organically produced cashews. Find out more at
www.pan-uk.org

Below: Benin cotton farmer and his family on his field.
Photo courtesy of PAN UK

By Eliza Anyangwe

African cotton
farmers grow organic
TRAID is funding a project delivered by the
Pesticide Action Network UK (PAN UK) to
support cotton farmers in Benin, West Africa
move from conventional to organic pesticide
free agriculture production. Eliza Anyangwe
at PAN UK reports back on how the project
is securing better health and improved livelihoods for cotton farmers and their families.
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Arriving into West Africa through Libya in the
middle of the night is perhaps not the best way
to get anywhere, but that’s how my two week
journey into the heart of Benin’s cotton growing
country began. Through excess kilo tantrums at
Gatwick, woefully late departures in Tripoli and
a mildly suffocating heat at midnight as I got
off the plane in Cotonou.
As far back as I can remember I have always
been passionate about clothes and the way
we use them to say something about ourselves
or the world. It is no coincidence that Victoria
Beckham wears highly tailored outfits and
severe heels, or that Katherine Hamnett prints
slogans on T-shirts. The world is watching
your wardrobe.
But what the world does not see is the labour
behind your beloved jeans or this season’s
must have printed tees and chinos. And just
when you’ve come to terms with the long working hours and poor conditions of sweat shops,
a closer look reveals another layer of human
suffering that sits at the bottom of the cotton
supply chain – the cotton growers of the developing world.
Conventional cotton production has been
estimated to cause over 16,000 deaths a year
from pesticide poisoning in the developing
world. So, in a small country like Benin where
cotton is the major export crop and where
agriculture employs 85% of the predominantly
rural population, there is the potential for many
deaths. While genetically modified cotton seed
might reduce the need for pesticides in the short
term, it is expensive and so in Benin and much
of West Africa, conventional cotton seed continues to be used and with it, pesticides which are
banned in the West.
Braving the road for 12 hours, my colleague
and I head to Kandi, the heart of Benin’s cotton

production. Here, conventional and organic
cotton farmers’ work as closely together as
organic certification rules will allow, making
it easy to see the stark contrasts between the
two types of production methods.
We spend a whole day in the classroom with
farmers and field agents from our partner
organisation OBEPAB watching them learn
to distinguish between the insects bringing
benefits to their cotton crops, and the pests
bringing harm. These farmers, many of whom
have little or no literacy, are learning to analyse
and assess the health of their fields. Shockingly
to me, I met a conventional cotton farmer who
knew nothing about pest management other
than what he has been told by the people who
supplied him with the chemical pesticides he
uses: “Spray Every Two Weeks.”
Bagazi Orou Seko uses a cocktail of pesticides
on his cotton crops. He tells me that in his
work, nausea is a common side effect of the
job. Clothes have to be wasted immediately after
spraying and the pesticide bottles disposed of.
In fact, we find sachets and bottles of chemicals littering the outskirts of his field, some
still containing hazardous substances. Bagazi
doesn’t know if he is using too much or too little
of his pesticide supply which he has gotten into
debt to buy. His teenage sons plough his field,
his younger children play in the field, and his
livestock graze nearby. All are exposed to high
levels of pesticides. Bagazi tells us “One day
my cousin’s son drank pesticides thinking it
was milk.”
Women – especially pregnant women – are
certainly not encouraged to work the cotton
fields as the potential damage to the foetus is
considerable. Harrowing stories of direct pesticide poisoning and pesticide misuse due to lack
of education emerge as I start to speak to and
get to know the farmers and field agents.
Twenty-four year old Sambo Goula is especially
vocal. He turned his back on convention cotton farming and has become an organic cotton grower learning how to manage without
chemical sprays. When his cotton was harvested,
collected and sold, the income he made was able
to be spent on his family rather than paying
off debts for pesticides and hospital bills. At the

end of the season, Sambo walked away with his
pay and “enough to buy two motorcycles for his
younger brothers, each worth 36,000 Francs
CFA,” he says with pride.
Barnabas Paul Guerra converted to organic production 15 years ago and credits it with paying
for the education of his 12 children. He tells me
candidly: “Profit from conventional cotton isn’t
profit at all. It is money for your hospital bill.”
Beyond the positive social and health impacts,
organic cotton farmers have become environmental custodians necessarily interested in
biodiversity. “As a conventional cotton farmer,
I thought we had to kill everything but now
I know it is not necessary. In fact it is worse
for me to kill everything. We must be able to
safeguard our health but also our environment.”
adds Barnabas.
Organic farming methods means it is safe for
the farmer and their families to eat the crops
grown around the field without risk of sickness
and growing food crops in rotation means the
farmer can always be sure his family’s food
needs will be met. Though the yield per hectare
is lower (though with time and work the gap
between conventional and organic closes) and
the organic cotton seed more expensive, the
profit from organic cotton is far higher as there
are no costs for chemical ingredients, no extortionate interest on the credit taken to get those
ingredients and no medical bills to pay.
Adele is one of the female farmers who attended
the training. She proudly tells me that now she
can work her own field without waiting for a
man to spray chemicals for her. She is shy but
feels passionately enough about the transformation organic cotton has brought to her life that
she says at every opportunity that she will never
go back to conventional cotton farming. I believe
her. At the end of our stay, all the farmers chant
that they wish organic cotton production to
replace conventional production in Benin. I am
swept along by their conviction and encouraged
by their tenacity and entrepreneurial spirit.
These farmers want to succeed. They want to
work their way out of poverty and they, and
I are convinced that organic cotton will help
them do just that.
To find out more visit www.pan-uk.org.uk

TRAIDremade
must–buys
Top left – TRAIDremade ballerina pump.
Made from recycled vintage textiles. £40

Buy online at www.traidremade.com
and at our flagship store in Camden.

Right – Laura wears TRAIDremade Suede top
£100 and red pencil skirt TRAID Secondhand.

Acknowledgements:
Photographer: Domenico Sansone
Models: Sally, Thyria and Laura Bleas
Stylist: Isabelle Goumal
Hair: Kenny Yuen and Michael Prinoth
Make Up: Rebecca Ostman

Above – Sally wears black lace top TRAID
Vintage, Black Leather Zip Skirt TRAIDremade
£90, shoes TRAID Secondhand.
Far left – Thyria wears blue and white denim
dress TRAIDremade £60, Barbour style TRAIDremade bag £60
TRAIDremade is an ethical fashion label
up-cycling unwanted and damaged textiles
into beautiful clothes and shoes.

Being...
Lauren Laverne

TRAIDremade bum bag up-cycled from George’s
jacket, £70. Photo Leigh McAlea
Far right: Lauren Laverne
Photo Caroline Purday
Lower far right: TRAID Chief Executive
Maria Chenoweth–Casey

Hello Lauren! What are you up to?
It’s 6.30AM. From the neck up, I’m prepping
for my 6Music show this morning before going
on maternity leave, flicking through music and
reading the morning’s news before I head out to
work. From the neck down, I am still asleep...
What’s your favourite ethical indulgence?
I do love me a bit of fair trade chocolate now and
again, but I’d say shopping for clothes! TRAIDremade and the vintage stuff in TRAID boutiques is really cool. In fact, a good rummage
with the promise of something awesome to wear
is one of the few things that can make me forget
about food altogether!

By Maria Chenoweth–Casey

Three reasons to wear second hand.
It’s unique, creative, good for the planet and
even better for your soul! More than three but
there you go.
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Who throws
their clothes
away?
For a long time I’ve been wondering who
actually throws their clothes into the rubbish.
Now I know. I found a culprit closer to home
than I thought. My upstairs neighbour George.
According to the latest figures from Defra, well
over one million tonnes of clothing ends up in
landfill each year and at TRAID, the clothes
recycling charity that I head, our team collects,
sorts and resells around 2,500 – 3,000 tonnes
of this textile waste annually.
Still, with all the textile recycling facilities
available to us, including over 950 TRAID
textile banks, and local high streets full of
wonderful charity shops, I kept wondering
why someone would use their rubbish bin
to discard their unwanted clothes.
So, a couple of months ago, when I went to
put our weekly unrecyclable rubbish in the
outside bin, I noticed a denim jacket lying on
top of my neighbour George’s bin bags. I had
found my man.

I took the jacket, brought it to TRAID and put
it in TRAIDremade trolley to be taken to our
designers in Brighton for up-cycling. This
jacket, rescued from landfill, became a gorgeous
over sized bum bag featuring detail pockets,
vintage lining and retailing at £70. We made
four from different worn and damaged jackets
including George’s old jacket. I’m pleased to say
a delighted TRAID customer bought George’s
upcycled jacket at our flagship store in Camden.
I grabbed George in the garden and asked
him why he threw his clothes away when there
were so many places to recycle and a deluge of
leaflets coming through the letter box asking to
collect his clothes. He answered that he thought
most of those leaflets were ‘scams’ and he’s
partly right. Some give a proportion of funds
raised to charity, but others are rogue organisations giving nothing despite their claims.
One leaflet I received featured a photograph
of a giant pigeon asking me for my clothes.
It wasn’t a charity and I never did quite get
the pigeon angle.

I pressed George as to why he didn’t just take
them to a charity shop. He said that his jacket
‘was a bit worn and they want better quality’.
Yes, TRAID is always looking for high quality
clothing to resell in our charity shops. But,
we also have a second charity income stream
by selling textiles that aren’t good enough for
our shops to wholesale as ‘rag’. So, donate it,
don’t throw it away. I explained that the denim
jacket I’d taken out of his bin had gone one
step further and been up-cycled into a bespoke
bag that retailed for £70 with the proceeds
supporting projects to fight global poverty.
George seemed shocked.
When I asked if I could write about him in our
newspaper, George said ‘Yeah. But how are you
going to explain that you’ve been rummaging
in the bins.”
To find your nearest TRAID clothes recycling
bank visit www.traid.org.uk

Who or what is your fashion inspiration?
I grew up as a little indie kid in a town where
the way I dressed and the music I liked meant
I stuck out. I think that sense of difference
was formative in most of my tastes, and I have
kept in touch with it, even now that my life and
the world has changed (everybody’s dying to
be different these days)! I like to wear things
that are wrong-right, if you know what I mean?
Now that I’m a Mum I get less time to mess
about, dressing up and shopping but still
consider it one of life’s great pleasures.  
Worst fashion mistake, go on, you can tell us…
Some utter shockers! Especially in my band
days - we used to use an entire can of glitter
spray a night before we went onstage a la Slade.
I try to think back fondly, though. As Oscar
Wilde said “Life is too important to be taken
seriously” and I think that applies to style too!

Which is your favourite TRAID shop?
Camden, although I do go past it on the way
home from work and have to resist the urge to
run in daily!

TRAID protects your
charitable donations
This year, TRAID secured a prosecution from
someone caught stealing clothes from a TRAID
textile bank in Manchester. As a UK registered
charity relying on your clothes donations to
fund great causes, TRAID take theft extremely
seriously and monitor banks regularly, including using tracking systems to thwart thieves.
That’s why TRAID invests money to ensure
its textile banks are as theft proof as possible
and lobby the sector, politicians and the police
to take this sort of theft seriously. However,
prosecutions like the one we just secured are
all too rare and existing penalties are simply
not tough enough.
In this case, the thief was employed by a franchisee collecting textiles on behalf of Clothes
Aid, a commercial textile merchant which
partners with charities to collect textiles.

Last year, I contributed to a piece in the
Guardian detailing some of the challenges in
the industry and stated that charities which
partner with commercial companies must take
more responsibility for who they employ to
fundraise on their behalf.
I would add to this that commercial organisations, especially an organisation such as Clothes
Aid which is regularly name checked in the
press commenting on the measures they take to
prevent theft of their textile, need to be as stringent as possible about who they are employing
to collect textiles.

Below: Sam, a pupil at Chailey Heritage, wearing his striped
design. Photo courtesy of Chailey Heritage School
Far right: Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea pupils
show off tops they have remade at a TRAID workshop.

Recycle textiles
and raise funds
for your school!
Hundreds of primary school children have
collected unwanted clothes and shoes – helping
TRAID turn them into cash to tackle poverty
in some of the world’s poorest communities.
Now, schools will also be able to turn unwanted
textiles into funds for their schools as part of
the scheme.

As well as an association with a fantastic charity,
schools receive a sewing machine or other
incentive, 30pence per KG of textiles collected,
access to TRAID’s educational resources and
accreditation towards Eco-Schools status!
Collections take place throughout the year
and it’s easy to take part.

Jeremy Bryan, Business Development Manager
at TRAID explains “TRAID gets the next generation reusing and recycling to protect the
environment. Now, as well as raising urgently
needed funds to help people in developing countries, schools will be able to raise extra funds
just by collecting unwanted textiles.”

To find out how you can get involved contact
Jeremy on 020 8733 2580 or 07738 404875
or email jeremy@traid.org.uk.

Chailey Heritage
designs runway hit
This summer, TRAID’s Education team ran a
series of clothes remaking workshops at Chailey
Heritage School in Sussex, a charitable school
for children and young adults with complex
physical disabilities and associated learning
difficulties. Julia Black, Lewes District Council
Recycling Officer explains, “The workshops
were run as part of One World Challenge set up
by the National Children’s Bureau to link environmental issues with hard to reach groups.
Lewes District Council’s Recycling Team led the
trial locally and were grateful for TRAID and
Chailey Heritage’s enthusiasm in actually carrying out the work. It was such a great success
and proved that with the right people anything
is possible.”

Lyla Patel, Head of Education at TRAID said,
“These workshops were some of the most inspiring I’ve run. The school is committed to giving
every child and young person the right level of
attention and support for their individual needs.
Everyone taking part in the workshop helped
design and create a recycled garment while
learning along the way about clothes waste and
ethical fashion.”
The workshops culminated in a fashion show
where participants showed off their designs to
fellow pupils, teachers and family. The photograph shows Sam, a student at Chailey Heritage
working on his design. His final piece was a
tiger striped hoodie which he showed off to
teachers, family and friends as he made his way
down the catwalk runway to Eighties classic
Eye of the Tiger. Teacher Susanne Pollard said,
“A big thank you for introducing us to the world
of recycled fashion. It’s fantastic!”

For more information about TRAID’s education
programme please contact Lyla Patel, Head of
Education on 020 8733 2591 or email
lyla@traid.org.uk
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Some of TRAID’s best recycling advocates are
children and young people. We work with thousands of pupils every year to talk about the life
cycle of clothes and what happens to our clothes
when we don’t want them any longer.
When young people understand the impact
our clothes can have on the environment and
the lives of the people manufacturing them,
they are brilliant at getting their friends and
families involved.

Next generation
recycling
TRAID go into schools on a regular basis to
get pupils talking about textile recycling, the
fashion industry and waste. Interactive assemblies and clothes customisation workshops are
just some of the ways that we engage schools.
TRAID even get teachers to model examples of
our up-cycled fashion label TRAIDremade in
front of the whole school and to the delight of
their pupils.
Secondary schools can also buy TRAID’s 10
Lesson Plan Education pack ‘Behind the Seams’
which educates Key Stage 3 and 4 students
about the impacts of the fashion industry.
Paula George, a teacher at Ivydale Primary
School says, “We invited TRAID to Ivydale
School as part of our ongoing Eco work.

The school assembly that TRAID delivered was
a real inspiration to the children and staff. The
project has been wholeheartedly embraced by
the school and as a result our textile collection
was a great success and the children feel very
proud of their involvement and achievement”.
If you would like to book TRAID to come to
your school please email lyla@traid.org.uk
or call 020 8733 2591.

Top ten
shop
sounds
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Erin visiting a TRAID funded project improving the lives
of women embroidery home workers and their children.
Photo Rufus Exton

Madness, Baggy Trousers
Major Lazer, Can’t Stop Now
School of Seven Bells, Bye bye bye
Troublefunk, Don’t touch that stereo
Gary Numan, Are Friends Electric?
Simon and Garfunkel, The Boxer
The B52’s, Love Shack
Bjork, Big Time Sensuality
Hot Chip, Over and over
MIA, Paper Planes (DFA Remix)

By Simone Sylvester

TRAID and Erin O’Connor
at royal eco garden party
Sew bad? Eco devotees learned to Sew Good
with TRAID at Clarence House as part of an eco
garden party hosted by the Prince of Wales in
September. At the event, TRAID supporter Erin
O’Connor joined us to talk on stage about our
work supporting projects tackling inequality in
the global textile supply chain after her recent
trip to a TRAID funded project in India.
TRAID ran Sew Good workshops for children
and young people to help a new generation take
control of their wardrobes and extend the life of
their clothes. As well as learning basic sewing,
mending and customising skills, participants
worked with the TRAID Sew Good team to
design and make a recycled beautiful T-Shirt
which they wore with pride.

The workshops for children and young people
will take place in the CIAO! ARK – a spectacular public art installation created by children
exploring a positive vision of a low carbon future.
TRAID’s Lyla Patel said, “Sew Good workshops
are one of the many ways TRAID engage with
communities to habituate recycling and to
encourage people to consider the impact of
cheap clothes on the environment and the people
working to produce them. The techniques
learned at Sew Good workshops makes clothes
last longer diverting clothes from landfill and
protecting the environment. It’s fun, it’s ethical
and there is nothing like basking in the glow of
something that you have made yourself.”

TRAIDremade also showed off some of its latest
designs on stage with Erin O’Connor alongside
other up-cycling labels like Junky Styling and
From Somewhere. The up-cycling workshops
were curated by Orsola de Castro, Livia Firth,
Lucy Siegle and Jocelyn Whipple as NOI* –
a collective committed to raising the profile
of sustainable style.
To attend a Sew Good workshop contact
Lyla Patel by email lyla@traid.org.uk

TRAID trend
tracker AW10

It’s that time of year again. The weather’s changing and all of a sudden it’s too chilly for
summer sandals and a tea dress. A new season heralds new trends (yay!) and a whole new
set of fashion dilemmas (boo!). Fear not fair ladies. TRAID Trend Tracker is here to guide you!
Forget flashy, Autumn/Winter 2010 is about understated and sophisticated. Fashion has gone back
to basics with a new feminine ideal which is relaxed, chic and inspiringly stylish. With emphasis on
detailing there’s an array of ways to make it your own for the perfect blend of fashion and comfort.
How can we possibly resist?

We love leather

Camel charm

Utilitarian

Before you start running for the hills screaming
hells angels, hear me out. Leather has undergone a makeover and is the fabric of the season.
We’re not just talking about the leather jacket
wardrobe staple, but leather shorts, tops, capes
and trousers.

It’s an age old classic with a mumsy reputation
but this season it’s been given a much deserved
revival. Camel is back and boy are we pleased.
From creamy caramels to rich taupes, Camel
is an incredibly flattering colour and what we
especially love about this particular trend is that
whatever your age or shape, you can make it
work for you.

While some trends crash and burn after a few
seasons (and thank goodness in the case of
boho), some trends are so good they just keep
coming back. Every season, Military comes
back with anew take and this time the focus is
on functionality and utility. Gone are the over
the top interpretations that seemed to want us
to go to the shops in full regalia. Now, it’s more
understated and stripped down.

Our TRAIDremade team has designed an exclusive series of to die for butter soft Celine style
tops up-cycled from unwanted leathers in various hues (and ethically produced at a fraction of
the price). Stick to earthy colours such as camel,
grey or brown and pair with a feminine blouse
or casual jersey top for an understated luxurious look that will take you effortlessly from the
office to after work drinks.

For grown up chic, the emphasis is on loose
tailoring and classic shapes. For a laid back look,
it can be worn as a duffel coat a-la Alexa Chung
and teamed up with loose tailored shorts and
long wool socks. Wearable and easily translated
into something that will really suit you; camel is
an AW10 trend that is going to be huge.

This season sees khakis successfully styled
with everything from coats with epaulettes and
brass buttons to baggy cargo pants. Shearling
also has a starring role this season. It’s featured
on collars, boots and everything in between,
with the aviator jacket being the must have
piece of the season. A perfect addition for keeping you as snug as a bug in a rug come the cold
winter nights.

AboutUs
DIVERTED OVER 30,000 TONNES OF TEXTILES FROM LANDFILL
FOR REUSE AND RECYCLING // REDUCED CARBON EMISSIONS
BY 420,000 TONNES // EDUCATED 56,426 CHILDREN, YOUNG
PEOPLE and adults TO ENCOURAGE MORE TEXTILE RECYCLING
FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE // DONATED over TWO MILLION
POUNDS TO FUND PROJECTS FIGHTING POVERTY AND INJUSTICE //
CHANGED THE FACE OF SECOND HAND RETAIL BY ESTABLISHING
CHARITY SHOPS PEOPLE WANT TO SHOP IN // REUSE AND
RECYCLE A WHOPPING 92 PERCENT OF CLOTHES DONATED
TO TRAID // FOUNDED IN-HOUSE ETHICAL FASHION LABEL
TRAIDREMADE IN 2002 up-cycling damaged textiles into
gorgeous clothes and shoes.
What is TRAID?

Is TRAID a commercial clothes recycler?

Find a TRAID Shop

TRAID (Textile Recycling for Aid and
International Development) launched as a
charity in1999 with a mission to PROTECT
THE ENVIRONMENT and FIGHT GLOBAL
POVERTY by reusing and recycling the UK
public’s unwanted clothes. TRAID reduces
waste by preventing unwanted clothes going
to landfill (over 30,000 tonnes to date) via our
network of over 950 TRAID Clothes Recycling
Banks. TRAID then resell your donations in
our 10 charity shops raising substantial funds
to support international development projects.
In TRAID’s last funding round (2010) we committed £400,000 pounds.

No! TRAID is a UK registered not for profit
charity (297489). All profits raised are ploughed
back into TRAID’s work to protect the environment and fight global poverty. Please recycle
your unwanted clothes with TRAID where all
the profits raised support the charity’s work.

TRAID Brixton, 2 Acre Lane, London,
SW2 5SG, 020 7326 4330

What’s TRAIDremade?

TRAID Hammersmith, 119 King Street,
London, W6 9JG, 020 8748 5946

What happens to the
donations made to TRAID?
TRAID experts hand sort and grade all
donations checking for quality and damage.
The crème de la crème is resold in TRAID’s 10
shops (regularly cited by the press as some of
the best charity shops in the land). The rest is
sold on to wholesale for reuse and recycling.
All the cash we make from reselling unwanted
clothing support our charitable objectives.

It’s TRAID’s ethical fashion label up-cycling
damaged textiles into gorgeous clothes and
shoes. You can buy TRAIDremade online at
www.traidremade.com, or at our flagship store
in Camden, London.
What sort of Education work does TRAID do?
Loads! TRAID’s education team works directly
with thousands of young people in schools and
communities every year to unpick the issues
across clothes waste, reuse, climate change,
ethical fashion and global poverty. Contact
TRAID’s Head of Education Lyla Patel to
find out more about the range of workshops,
assemblies and education resources we offer.
lyla@traid.org.uk / 020 8733 2591

TRAID Camden, 154 Camden High Road,
London, NW1 0NE, 020 7485 5253
TRAID Clapham, 28 St John’s Road, London,
SW11 1PW, 020 7924 3065

TRAID Harrow, 324d Station Road, London,
HA1 2DX, 020 8424 8198
TRAID Holloway, 375 Holloway Road,
London, N7 0RN, 020 7700 0087
TRAID Kilburn, 109 Kilburn High Road,
London, NW6 6HY, 020 7328 1453
TRAID Shepherd’s Bush, 154 Uxbridge Road,
London, W12 8AA, 020 8811 2400
TRAID Westbourne Grove, 61 Westbourne
Grove, London, W2 4UA, 020 7221 2421
TRAID Wood Green, 51 – 53 High Street,
Wood Green, London, N22 6BH, 020 8888 0077
Cover Photo Caroline Purday

Find a TRAID Bank
TRAID Clothes Recycling Banks are located
in many regions across the UK. Visit
www.traid.org.uk and use our bank locator
to find your nearest bank.

TRAID Head Office
TRAID, 5 Second Way, Wembley, Middlesex, HA9 0YJ, 020 8733 2585, info@traid.org.uk, Charity reg no 297489

